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Case selection

In the text, we discuss the historical experience of a handful of districts in our sample.

Rather than cherry-picking cases for examination, we systematically select districts that

satisfy various criteria. In doing so, we draw upon a recent literature that provides vari-

ous recommendations for case selection following statistical analysis (e.g., Lieberman 2005;

Gerring 2007; Seawright and Gerring 2008; Fearon and Laitin 2010; Dunning 2012, ch. 7;

Seawright 2016). We follow three principles discussed in this literature. First, because we

are interested in identifying causal mechanisms that drive a robust empirical relationship,

we choose cases that are “on the regression line.” Second, because we want to be able to

observe these mechanisms at work, we select cases that take “extreme” values on the deter-

minant of interest—in this case, unrest. Third, we focus on variation that is not explained

by covariates of limited theoretical interest.

Figure A1 illustrates our approach. Using our baseline model with serfdom as instrument

(Column 2 in Table 2), we derive an added-variable (adjusted partial residual) plot from the

second stage of our instrumental-variables regression. This plot illustrates the relationship

between (instrumented) unrest and peasant representation in district zemstvo assemblies

after partialing out the effect of covariates, thus satisfying our third criterion. We then

select the two cases with lowest and highest unrest, respectively, that are not outliers in the

“residual” regression. As depicted, these are Koz’modem’ianskii and Iadrinskii districts in

Kazan province and Solikamskii and Permskii districts in Perm province.35

35The only observation with a more extreme value of unrest is Moscow, in the far north-

west corner of the plot. As discussed above, the negative relationship between unrest and

representation is robust to dropping Moscow and St. Petersburg districts from the sample.
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Figure A1: Cases are selected for close examination from an added-variable plot corre-
sponding to Column 2 in Table 2. (Colorblind-safe figure.)

In drawing on the historical record of these cases, it is important to ensure that peas-

ant representation is not driven by idiosyncratic factors. In principle, for example, greater

representation may have been provided to peasants in predominantly Muslim Kazan than

in Orthodox Perm. Contra this hypothesis, the added-variable plot is nearly identical if we

condition on share of the population that is Orthodox, and in any event Koz’modem’ianskii

and Iadrinskii districts (located in contemporary Chuvashia) are overwhelmingly Orthodox.

More generally, given that the four cases happens to fall in two provinces, it may be that

there is something distinctive about Kazan and Perm. As Figure A1 illustrates, however,

there is substantial variation within each province in both (residualized) unrest and peasant

representation, and the within-province correlation between these two variables for Kazan

(r = �0.48) and Perm (r = �0.41) is quite similar to that for the sample as a whole

(r = �0.39).
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